Subacute sclerosing panencephalitis with remission in a Bosnian refugee child.
Subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE) virtually disappeared from the US after mass measles immunization programs dating from the 1960s. However, SSPE has reappeared in internationally adopted children and in refugee children emigrating from developing or war torn countries lacking effective measles immunization programs. SSPE usually occurs 6 to 8 years after a bout of measles in early childhood; death typically follows within 1 to 3 years. What is often not reported in textbooks is that spontaneous remission occurs in a small subset of children with documented SSPE.